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is 
(GO WONDER WHAT HE SEES. 
I WONDER HOW THINGS 
MUST LOOK TO HIM SINCE 
HE CAME BACK. 


v 
CORIFITS A 
DISAPPOINTMENT. 
CFF THIS WORLD LOOKS 
DIFFERENTAFTER YOU VE 

PASSED ON TO THE OTHER 
SIDE. IF IT'S MORE 

BEAUTIFUL. 


WHEN HE CLOSES HIS EYES. 
‘HAT IT 1S THAT HAUNTS HIM SO. 


IO SET ON 
KEEPING TO 
HIMSELF. I 

NW CAN'T IMAGINE 
HOW LONELY 


Wa 17 MUST BE 
ieee HUM. 
oe 





“Bur OF 
COURSE, 
| THERE 
ARE MANY 
| DIFFERENT 
KINDS OF 
DARKNESS.” 


3 PREMEMBER © 
THAT TIME DOWN 


Mm OL, LORD, 3 THOUGHT en 
| “MY FEET W 


GOING TO FALL OFF 
M ALLT! 


Oh, I SURE 
DO MISS YOU, x 
4 JACK. WHO THOUGH 
m@ I WOULD BE WITHOUT 
A YOU FOR SO LONG? 
BUT WE WERE 
LUCKY, WEREN'T 
> WE? 











YOU ; 
WERE SUCHA 
SWEET HUSBAND, 

JACK. ALL A GIRL 
COULD ASK FOR. 
THAT'S ONE THING 

ABOUT THE 
WOMEN IN My 

FAMILY. 
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BELIEVE 
WE WERE 
EVER THAT 
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AL. I KNOW 
YOU'RE THERE... 


YOU CAN COME 





You 
SHOULON'T 
BE OUT ALONE 
AFTER DARK. 
11'S Not SAFE. 


IT'S ALL 
DARK TO ME, 
HONEY. BESIDES, 
I KNOW MY 
GUARDIAN 








7 NOW, TELL 
GRANNY 
BLAKE 


WHAT'S 
. TROUBLING 
1 YOU. 


* 172 Dats 


{'M AFRAID 
t'M LOSING My- 
SELF. 1 DON'T KNOW 
WHAT FEELINGS 
ARE MIN€é 
ANYMORE, 


J'M AFRAID 
I'M STARTING TO 
FORGET THINGS. 
ABOLT MY 
REAL LIFE. 


ey” BE BLIND, 
= BUT I'MNO 
FOOL. I CAN 
HEAR ITIN YOUR 
VOICE. NOW, 


SOMETHING... 
HAPPENED To ME. 
SOMETHING VERY 
STRANGE. 1 DON'T HAVE 
THE WORDS T0 EXPLAIN 
IT. BUT EVERYTHING'S 
DIFFERENT. 


FEEL THE 
WORLD, THE 
Cit¥. LIKE IT'S 
ALtvé. t CAN 
FEEL YOUR SAD- 
NESS. t 
FOLLOWED 
IT TO YOU. 


“WES ALWAYS 
SO CRYPTIC. 


THERE'S SO 
MUCH PAIN IN THIS 
WORLD. { NEVER 
KNEW. HOW COULD 
ANY G00 EVER 
ALLOW THIS? ig 
NOW! DON'T 
Y BLASPHEME. 
YOU OF ALL 
PEOPLE. YOU'RE 
JUST FEELING 
SORRY FOR 
YOURSELF. 


"SVERYONE NEEDS 
SOMEONE TO 
TALK TO ONCE INA 
WHILE. TOLISTEN 
EVEN 


7O THEM. 
ANGELS.” 





YOU LOST THE 
WOMAN YOU LOVED. 
YOU DIED AND CAME 
BACK AND FOUND THAT 


>>: MARRIED TO SOME- 


ONE ELSE NOW. 


SHE'S MOVED 
ON BUT THAT | 
DOESN'T MEAN | ONLY THING f 

SHE'S FORGOTTEN | EVER WANTED? IN 
eee MY LIFE, THE ONLY 
BELIEVE ME. THING THAT EVER 

I KNOW. MADE SENSE. BLIT 
1'M FEELING LESS 
ANO LESS LIKE 
THE MAN WHO 
MARRIED HER, 


FADES AWAY JUST 
A LITTLE BIT MORE. 
11'S THE ONLY THING 
J HAVE LEFT AND 
I'M LOSING IT. 


ae) 





HORSE 
FEATHERS. 











oO 
SOMEONE 
SO BRIGHT, 
THERE'S SURE 
% A LOT YOU DON'T 
. KNOW ABOUT 
THE HEART. 


y .isTeN, * 
HONEY, DID 
I EVER TELL 
| YOU ABOUT 





“SEE, LIKE MOST YOUNG MEN 
IN THOSE DAYS, JACK WAS IN 
THE SERVICE. A GENUINE 

TUSKEGEE AIRMAN, TRAIN- 


ING AT THE BASE JUST 
OUTSIDE OF TOWN. 


a — x 


"IT MEANT 
EVERYTHING 
TO HIM. THE 


@ HONOR, THE 


DISCIPLINE, 
THE SENSE OF 
BEING PART OF 
SOMETHING 
BIGGER THAN 
YOURSELF. 





Ss 11 REMEMBER THE 


So 


DAY HE FINALLY GOT = 
HIS WINGS. !T WAS THE b= 


SS] PROUDEST MOMENT 


OF HIS LIFE. 
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SAME TIME, MY 
BREAKING, I'M 
O ADMIT IT, BUT 
WANTED HIM TO 
WOULD HAVE 
BEHIND. 


“tT JUST WANTED 
TO HOLD HiM 
FOREVER. 
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I WAS PROUD AND NERVOUS AND 
ERRIFIED ALL ATONCE. I COULDN'T JX 
BEAR THE THOUGHT OF LETTING HIM GO. J! 


aft WINX * 






"THAT NIGHT WE DANCED 
SO CLOSE IT FELT LIKE WE 
WERE ONE PERSON. 


“AND THEN I STARTED TO 
CRY. I TOLDHIM I WASA 
FOOL TO FALL FOR HIM, 
KNOWING HE WAS GOING 
TO BE TAKEN FROM ME. 
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“HE SAID THERE WAS NO WAY HE iL / 

COULD DIE. HE HAD TO COME Zi 
BACK TO MARRY ME. SZ j 
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“HE JUST 
BRUSHED MY 
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HAIR OFF MY % - 

FACE AND 22 “WE ANNOUNCED 
KISSED MY TOK. 2: OUR ENGAGEMENT 
TEARS AND 


THAT VERY MINUTE. 
\ rap fME 


- f 
"WHEN THE BOYS LEFT THE NEXT 
MORNING, I TOLD HIM, ‘PROMISE 
ME VOU'LL BE SAFE. PROMISE a 
ME YOU'LL COME HOME. * | a 
Eo “HE PROMISED AND SAID NO MATTER [jy 
‘| HOW MANY MILES APART, WE'D 
NEVER BE FAR FROM EACH OTHER. 
‘IT'LL BE WATCHING YOU FROM THE 
SKIES,’ HE SAID. 
>” AAI; res 
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Ly) WOULD PRAY THAT &f 
| THE GOOD LORD 
=) WOULD BRINGHIM | 
HOME TO ME. 


ets: vi 
"HE WOULD WRITE 
ME WHENEVER HE 


AND EVERY LETTER 
REMINDED ME WHY 
I LOVED HIM SO. 


“YOU SEE, WHENEVEVER WE ; 
WERE TOGETHER I FELT LIKE WE 
WERE THE ONLY TWO PEOPLE ; sm Be fi “WELL, MY PRAYERS MUST 
ALIVE. BUT JACK NEVER COULD 2 reat HAVE REACHED SOME- 
FORGET THE REST OF THE WORLD. niin a 1 ONE, BECAUSE MY JACKIE 
PM 0 i tle k Ot Pe GAME Vee PeoniD) 
"HE WANTED TO MAKEA : ae | —— 
DIFFERENCE. HE WAS FIGHTING Ji eal Roe _ 
TO MAKEA BETTER LIFE FOR dd 8 Spee 
EVERYONE, TO MAKEA BETTER ieee Onn OS he ON 
WORLD FOR THE KIDS WE ; oie yy 
WOLILD SOMEDAY HAVE. ‘ I ny re 


aa 


ot | 


“YT READ EACH 
LETTERA 
THOUSAND TIMES. 
TO THIS DAY, I 
STILL HAVE THEM 
ALL MEMORIZED. 


MYSELF A HERO. IT 
WAS THE HAPPIEST 
{| DAY OF MY LIFE. 


‘ae 
rae Oval 
ni " cio t Pn 
Oe 


ay 


. "BUT OUR LIFE 
) WAS REALLY JUST 
BEGINNING. 





"JACK WORKED HIS WAY THROUGH {if 
LAW SCHOOL, BECAME A LAWYER. | Ah 
WE MOVED UP HERE TO NEW YORK jt 
AND STARTED A FAMILY. WHAT 

MORE COULD WEA 


“THAT LAST NIGHT WHEN-B 
EVER I THINK ABOUTIT, § 
@ IT’S LIKE A MOVIE RUN- 
NING IN SLOW MOTION. 
JACKIE HAD BEEN WoRK- 
ING LATE A LOT. ON WHAT, 
HE WOULDN'T SAY. : 


Ei | oe 


“YOU SEE, IT WAS 
4 STARTING TO RAIN 

AND JACKIE TOLD. & 

ME TO WAIT WHILE 


Ms HERAN AND 
| » Mae THE CAR. 


ee OF COURSE, JACK STILL HAD 


HIS CRUSADES. HE'D TAKE 
CASES NOONE ELSE WOULD. 
TAKE ON ENEMIES THAT’D 
SCARE OFF ANYONE ELSE. 


“THE MOB. THE 
UNIONS. EVEN 
THE GOVERNMENT. 
tT WASN’T IN HIM 
TO BACK DOWN 
FROM A FIGHT. 


Wi “BUT HE PROMISED | 

| TO TAKE ME OUT 2 
THAT WEEKEND, 10 & 
MAKE THINGS UP TO 
ME. IT WAS LIKE WE i 
WERE KIDSAGAIN, fi 


A “IT WAS JUST 
ACROSS THE 
f STREET, BUT 
gee HE INSISTED 
ANYWAY. 


Som 
‘4 


"AFTER THAT, I 
DIDN'T MUCH CARE 
IF I EVER SAW 

A ANYTHING AGAIN. “ 








"INTO EACH 
LIFE A LITTLE 
RAIN MUST FALL,” 
IT'S JUST THAT I NE 
GOT TO SAY GOODBYE, TO 
LOOK HIM IN THE EYE 
ONE LAST TIME. BUT 
THINGS D/O GET 
BETTER 


I'VE HAD 
A_LOT OF } THEN 
GIFTS IN MY AFTER YOU WERE... 
LIFE. MY KIDS GONE... SHE MARRIED 
GREWUP AND TERRY AND THEY 
THEY GAVE ME GAVE MEA BEAUTIFUL 
GRANDKIDS. AND LITTLE GREAT- 
THEN WANDA GRAND SEE hs 
GREWUPAND & I CAN 
Me BRIER ~ COMPLA N. 





a BUT I GUESS 
I DO GET LONESOME 
SOMETIMES. NEVER THOUGHT 
OF REMARRYING THOUGH. 
THE TRUTH IS, I DIDN'T THINK 
I WAS GOING TO LIVE 
THIS DARN LONG. 


BUT MOST 
OF ALL, I HAVE 
FAITH. FAITH 
THAT JACK AND I 
WILL BE TO- 
GETHER tN THE 
\ NEXT WORLD, JUST 
LIKE YOU AND 
WANDA WILL 4 





YOU HAVE 
TO HAVE PATIENCE, 
CHILD. SEE, THIS” 
LIFE IS JUST AFLICKER, 
A HEARTBEAT. AND 
FOREVER'S A REAL 
LONG TIME. 








"ALL THIS eee 





(s T 
THAT MATTERS.” 


WAS IT LIKE, 
AL? CAN YOU 
TELL ME? WHEN 
YOU FIRST PASSED 
TO THE OTHER 
SIDE, I MEAN. 1S 
IT EVERYTHING 


(A 
HERO LIKE 
YOU, I BET 
THEY ROLLED 
, OUT THE RED 
CARPET. 


LET'S 
JUST SAY 
IT WASN'T 
WHAT I 
EXPECTED. { 
REALLY CAN'T 
TELL YOU 
ANYTHING 
MORE. ['M 
SORRY. 


GRANNY BLAKE, 
1 WANT YOU TO COME 
WITH ME. I'VE JUST 
HAD AN IDEA. 


GEPTTSUMULILT 11 Err, 





HERE 
ARE WE? WE'RE 
SOMEWHERE 


y ELSE Now, 
MD aRERes 


SPECIAL \ 
PLACE, A KIND 
OF HEAVENLY 
CROSSROADS. 
11S CALLED 


WORRY. ITLL 
BE ALL 
RIGHT. I 

PROMISE. 











I FEEL : 
DIFFERENT... 
WHAT DID You 

DOTOME? 


“THE NEXT 
THING I 
ANOW, IM 
ENVELOPED 


mao 1a 
TOWARD TH 
WRAPPED LIGHT. I'M SORRY, 
IN ELECTRIC T CAN'T GO WHI 
VELVET. ” 2° 
BE RIGHT 
HERE. 





’ TOWARDS —=ll 
THE LIGHT? 











IT MAY SOUND 


SILLY, BUT IT 
WAS SEVERAL 
STEPS BEFORE I 
REALIZED WHAT 

HAPPENED.” 








WAL DA 
, 


Oh, 
GRACIOUS! 
LOOK ATmE! 
HONEY, HOW 


DID YOU DO g 














fay “SVERY THING “Uf 1TH EACH a “9 KEPT THINKING 
AROUND ME (aml EEE "" sTer THE | \ /T WAS ALL 
SJ FEELING GOT P| SOME BEAUTIFUL 
STRONGER._A Me fh 
} WARM, SWEET 
4 LIGHTNING ON A GLOW, LIKE 
SUMMER NIGHT. | FLOATING 


IN HONEY. 










CAND THEN IT 
HAPPENED. 
THE MIRACLE.” 





YOU KNOW, 
YOU HAVE 


THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL 


ce 
OVFTER ALL THESE 
YEARS, TO HOLD HIM 
AGAIN. TO LOOKIN HIS 
EYES ONCE MORE AND 
HEAR HiM SAY, "I LOVE 
YOU, MARY BLAKE, ’ 


"AND WE DANCED SO 
CLOSE /T FELT LIKE WE 
| WERE ONE PERSON. I 
WANTED TO NEVER 
LETHIM Go. 


| “PE TOLD ME HOW 


MUCH HE MISSED 
ME, HOW MY 


AGEs CH I 
4 STILL MEANT TO HIM. 


AND THAT HELL WAIT 
FOR ME. THAT WE 


| HAVE ANETERNITY TO 


SPEND TOGETHER. 


SAG" 




















LIVE YOUR 
LIFE, MARY, MAKE 
THE MOST OF THE 
TIME YOU HAVE. 
I'LL BE WAITING 
FOR YOU. 


NO MATTER 
WHAT, WE'LL 

NEVER BE FAR 
APART. I'LL BE 
WATCHING YOu 

FROM THE SKIES. 
I LOVE toa 









Oh, AL! IT S 
WAS WONDERFUL. 
HOW DIDYOU DO 
1T2? AN HONEST 
TO GOODNESS 
& MIRACLE! HOW 
m® CAN I EVER THANK 
YOU? 






WAIT! Stor! 
DON'T CROSS THE 
THRESHOLD, 











WANTE? To 90 


YOu. f... 


REALIZE. 
YOU 


HUSH. I 
MAY LOOK 
21, BUTI'M 
STILL YOUR 

SLBER, Now 


’, 
Y 
4 

\aA 
4 
4 


COME ON. 
CLOSER. Oh, 
BEAUTIFUL! 





AS I KISSED HIM, I 
TOOK ONE STEP OUT 
OF THE DOORWAY. 
AND THEN EVERYTHING 
WENT DARK AGAIN.” 


EWO ; 
tS FLULL OF MEN 
SEE WHAT WHO WILL 

I MEAN ow? MARCH INTO AVELL 


FOR A PRETTYGIRL, | 


BUT IT'S THE GOOD 
ONES WHO WILL 
OPEN THE GATES 
OF HEAVEN 
FOR HER. 


FINE MAN. NE L 
é "E eZ Z 
TAKE GOOD CARE Vee 
OFWANDA. BUT f a 
HE'S NOTHER A \ 
SOUL MATE. 
NOT LIKE YOU. 


Z FIGURE 
GOD MUST HAVE 


SOMETHING BIG 
me? PLANNED FOR YOU 
me, IF HE BROUGHT YOU 

BACK, BUT YOU 

\ KEEP MISSING IT 
BECAUSE YOU 
CAN‘T SEE PAST 

WANDA. Ug 


A WHILE ANYWAY. 
LET HERLIVE HERLIFE. 
YOU'VE GOT BIG THINGS 
IN STORE FORYOU, AL 

» SIMMONS. THAT MUCH 4 
I'M SURE OF. A 


5 AND YOU'LL = 

HAVE AN ETERNITY % 

Y TO SPEND WITH 

mn WANDA. JUST HAVE 
>, A LITTLE FAITH... 


J OW IT’ 
HARD. TRUE LOVE 
ALWAYS IS. IF iT 
WASN'T, EVERY- 

ONE WOULD 
DO IT. 











THING HAPPENS 
TO BRING YOU 
DOWN TO EARTH. 


“GTLL SWEEP 
YOU OFF 
YOUR FEET | 
AND SPIN YOU ; 
ALL AROUND. = 
: THAT'S 
RIGHT 
A, SWEETIE. 
, YES YOU 
. ARE! 


IT'S HIM, 

MOMMY! 

I THINK HE'S 
HERE. 


CAND THAT'S WHEN THE 

WORK STARTS. 
‘CAUSE WHAT'S WORTH 
HAVING 1S WORTH 
FIGHTING FOR. WORTH 
SACRIFICING FOR. THATS 
WHAT REAL LOVE |S. 


“ GENTLEMAN’ 
SACK BLAKE 
TAUGHT ME THAT. 





UTHE'LL 

ALWAYS BE 
WATCHING OUT 
FOR, HER, JUST 
LIKE MY JACKIE, 


CAND THEN HELL SO OFF 
“AND FIND OUT 


LIES AHEAD FOR Hi HIM 
FINO THE ANSWERS HE'S 
BEEN LOOKING FOR. 


ND THEN, WHEN 
FINALLY FINOS: pits FRUE F 
PATH, NO MATTER HOW 
LONG AND HARD THE 
JOURNEY, IN THE END IT 
WILL LEAD HIM BACK 
TO HER. 





“AND THEY'LL BE TOGETHER 
AGAIN. IF NOTIN THIS 
WORLD, THEN (N THE NEAT. 


ew is NOT KNOW 
A LOT OF THINGS, 


| BUT I DO KNOW THAT.” 





EMPIRA 





